INTERNATIONAL E

MARITIME
ORGANIZATION

4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT
LONDON SE1 7SR
Telephone: +44 (020 7735 7611  Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210

Circular Letter No.4234
26 March 2020

To: All IMO Members
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status

Subject: Communications from the Governments of:
i the French Republic; and
i Romania

The Governments of the French Republic and Romania have sent the attached
communications, dated 23 March and 20 March 2020, respectively, with the request that they
are circulated by the Organization.
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Liberté o Egalile’ « Fraternité
REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

Représentation Permanente
de la France auprés de

I’Organisation Maritime Internationale Londres, le 23 mars 2020

L’ambassadrice

RPOMI/L5/2020

Monsieur le Secrétaire général,

Compte tenu des circonstances hors normes auxquelles nous devons actuellement faire face
afin de freiner la propagation du virus Covid 19 le gouvernement frangais, ainsi que les sociétés de
classification et les organismes de formation professionnelle ont été amenés a prendre des décisions
exceptionnelles quant a la validité des titres de sécurité, de slreté et de prévention de la pollution
des navires, de certification sociale, des brevets, certificats, attestations de formation, visas et
attestations de reconnaissance des gens de mer, des agréments des organismes de formation
professionnelle maritime et certificats médicaux d’aptitude des gens de mer pendant toute la

période d’état d’urgence sanitaire.

En conséquence vous voudrez bien trouvez ci-joint la note d’information «COVID 19-
Navigation Maritime» de la Direction des générale des infrastructures, des Transports et de la
Mer/Direction des Affaires Maritimes francaise, du 20 mars 2020. Je vous saurais gré de bien vouloir
diffuser ce document par lettre circulaire 3 'ensemble des Etats membres de I'Organisation Maritime

Internationale.

En vous en remerciant par avance je vous prie d’agréer, Monsieur le Secrétaire général,

I'expression de ma haute considération. CTV{L

Genevieve Jean-Van Rossum

Monsieur Kitack Lim PJ:1
Secrétaire général de I'Organisation Maritime Internationale

4, Albert Embankment

Lambeth, Londres SE1 7SR



Courtesy translation

Mr. Secretary General,

Given the extraordinary circumstances we are currently facing in order to curb the spread of the
Covid 19 virus, the French government, as well as classification societies and professional training
organizations, have had to take exceptional decisions regarding the validity of safety, security and
prevention of ships pollution, social certification, STCW and STCW-F certificates, endorsements,
documentary evidences for seafarers and maritime education and training institutions approvals,

marine medical certificates for seafarers, throughout the period of state of health emergency.

Therefore you will find attached the information note "COVID 19- Maritime Navigation" we received
from the French Directorate General for Infrastructure, Transport and the Sea / Directorate for
Maritime Affairs dated March 20™ 2020. | would be most grateful if you could transmit this

document by circular letter to all the member states of the International Maritime Organization.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and please accept, Mr. Secretary General, the assurances

of my highest consideration.

Geneviéve Jean-Van Rossum
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Liberté « Egalité + Fraternité
REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

MINISTERE DE LA TRANSITION ECOLOGIQUE ET SOLIDAIRE

Direction générale des infrastructures, des transports et Paris, le 22/03/2020

de la mer

Le directeur

NOTE D’'INFORMATION COVID-19 - NAVIGATION MARITIME

Objet : Intention de prorogation de la validité des titres de sécurité, de slreté et de
prévention de la pollution des navires, de certification sociale, des brevets,
certificats, attestations de formation, visas et attestations de reconnaissance des
gens de mer, des agréments des organismes de formation professionnelle
maritime et certificats médicaux d’aptitude des gens de mer, pendant la période
d’état d'urgence sanitaire visant a freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19

Contexte :

Les circonstances exceptionnelles relevant de I'état d'urgence sanitaire entravent
le fonctionnement régulier des services de I'Etat, des sociétés de classification
habilitées et des organismes de formation professionnelle maritime. En
conséquence, le renouvellement ou le visa des titres et certificats des navires de
méme que le renouvellement des brevets, certificats, attestations de formation,
visas et attestations de reconnaissance, et certificats médicaux d’aptitude des
gens de mer, et qui arriveraient a échéance pendant la période de I'état d'urgence
sanitaire, ne peut plus avoir lieu.

Les navires posseédent des titres de sécurité et de prévention de la pollution dont
certains découlent de l'application de traité internationaux ou de directives
européennes. Leur délivrance, leur renouvellement et leur validation sont
subordonnés a des visites du navire.

En raison des mesures prises pour freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19, les
visites des navires ne peuvent étre effectuées dans les délais et selon les
modalités prévues. Il en découle que certains titres arriveront a échéance sans
possibilité de maintenir leur validité par la réalisation d’une visite.

La délivrance et la revalidation des brevets d’aptitude, des certificats d’aptitude et
des attestations de formation professionnelle maritime détenus par les marins et
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justifiant de leurs qualifications et de I'expérience professionnelle acquise a la mer
sont subordonnées a la réalisation de formations dans des organismes de
formation professionnelle maritime agréés et de temps de service en mer. Les
marins disposant de titres de formation professionnelle maritime délivrés par des
autorités autres que la France détiennent des visas de reconnaissance ou des
attestations de reconnaissance des qualifications professionnelles délivrées par
les autorités maritimes frangaises sur la base de leurs titres étrangers valides.

En raison des mesures prises pour freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19, les
formations professionnelles maritimes ont été suspendues, la circulation des
navires restreinte. En conséquence, les marins ne peuvent plus remplir les
conditions pour la délivrance et la revalidation de leurs titres et attestations de
formation. De la méme maniére, I'exercice de lactivité des organismes de
formation professionnelle maritime se voit restreinte de la période du confinement
réduisant de facto la durée effective de leurs agréments.

Les gens de mer doivent par ailleurs disposer d’une aptitude médicale valide pour
entrer en formation, obtenir ou renouveler un titre ou un visa de reconnaissance et
embarquer sur un navire. lls doivent donc passer une visite médicale d’aptitude
devant un médecin de santé des gens de mer.

En raison des mesures prises pour freiner la propagation du virus Covid-19, cette
visite n’est plus possible.

Des lors, les dispositions suivantes sont nécessaires a la continuité des transports
et des services maritimes. Elles consistent pour les services de la DAM a proroger
les validités des différents certificats (navigation, contréles, certification sociale,
aptitude médicale, qualifications ...) indispensables a la conduite des navires et qui
ne peuvent I'étre en raison des circonstances liées au COVID 19.

Ces mesures seront prises au plus tét par les voies légales appropriées en
cohérence avec les dispositions internationales recommandées et décidées par
I'OMI en la matiere.

Dispositions d’urgence prévues :

Dans le respect des dispositions gouvernementales de lutte contre la propagation
du virus COVID-19, afin de permettre la continuité de I'exploitation des navires la
validité des titres et certificats des navires francais, y compris le permis de
navigation, arrivant a échéance pendant la période de I'état d'urgence sanitaire
sont prorogées de la fin de leur validité, jusqu'a trois mois apres la fin de I'état
d'urgence sanitaire.

Pour ce qui concerne la certification de gestion de la sécurité (ISM), la
certification de sireté (ISPS) et la certification sociale (MLC et OIT188),
celles-ci seront maintenues par l'application de linstruction STEN INST/001 du
09/03/2020 (annexée a la présente note).



Dispositions applicables aux brevets, certificats, attestations de formation,
visas et attestations de reconnaissance des gens de mer, et agréments des
organismes de formation professionnelle maritime, délivrés par les autorités
maritimes francaises :

Dans le respect des dispositions gouvernementales de lutte contre la propagation
du virus COVID-19, et afin de permettre la continuité de I'activité des marins et
des navires, la durée de validité des décisions suivantes sont prorogées de la fin
de leur validité jusqu’a trois mois aprés la fin de I'état d’'urgence sanitaire :

e brevets d’aptitude et certificats d’aptitude ;

e visas de reconnaissance d'un titre de formation professionnelle maritime
délivrés par les autorités francaises ;

e attestations de reconnaissance des qualifications professionnelles a la
péche et aux cultures marines ;

o attestations de formation professionnelle maritime délivrés par un
organisme de formation professionnelle maritime agréé ;

e agréments des organismes de formation professionnelle maritime.

Cette prorogation ne s’applique gu’aux décisions dont la validité est arrivée a
échéance durant la période d’urgence sanitaire.

Dispositions applicables aux certificats médicaux d’aptitude délivrés aux gens de
mer par les autorités maritimes frangaises

Dans le respect des dispositions gouvernementales de lutte contre la propagation
du virus COVID-19, la durée de validité des certificats médicaux d’aptitude des
gens de mer indispensables a la conduite des navires arrivant a échéance
pendant la période de I'état d'urgence sanitaire sont prorogées de la fin de leur
validité jusqu'a trois mois apres la fin de I'état d'urgence sanitaire.

Le directeur des affaires
maritimes

Signé

Thierry Coquil
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Liberté + Egalité + Fraternité

REDPIRITINTTE FRANCATCE

MNISTRY FOR THE ECOLOGICAL AND INCLUSIVE TRANSITION

Directorate General for Infrastructures, Transports and Paris, le

the Sea

The director

INFORMATION MEMO COVID-19
(Courtesy translation)

Object : Intention to extend the validity of safety, security and prevention of ships
pollution, social certification, STCW and STCW-F Certificates, endorsements,
documentary evidences for seafarers, and maritime education and training
institutions approvals, marine medical certificates for seafarers, during the state of
health emergency aimed at curbing the spread of the Covid-19 virus.

Context :

Exceptional circumstances ensuing from the state of health emergency, hamper
the regular functioning of State services, recognized organizations and maritime
professional training organizations. Consequently, the renewal or the visa of ships
certificates as well as the renewal of STCW and STCW-F certificates, training
documentary evidences, endorsements, and marine medical certificates for
seafarers, and which would expire during the state of health emergency, can no
longer take place.

Ships have safety and pollution prevention certificates, some of which derive from
the application of international conventions or European directives. Their issue,
renewal and validation are subject to visits on ships.

Due to the measures taken to contain the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus,
ship visits cannot be carried out on time and according to the procedures laid
down. It follows that certain certificates will expire without the possibility of
maintaining their validity by carrying out a visit.

Seafarers hold certificates of competency, certificates of proficiency, training
documentary evidences attesting to their qualifications and professional
experience at sea, some of which come from the application of international
conventions and European directives. Also, seafarers in possession of a



Certificate of Competency (CoC) or certain Certificate of Proficency (CoP) issued
by an Administration other than France are in possession of a Flag State
endorsement issued by the French maritime authorities in order to work on French
flag vessels.

Their certification and continued professional competences are subject to the
completion of training in approved maritime professional training institution and
approved seagoing service.

Due to the implementation of measures to contain the outbreak of the COVID-19
coronavirus, maritime trainings have been suspended, vessel traffic has been
restricted. As a result, seafarers can no longer fulfill the conditions for certification
and continued professional competences. Similarly, the exercise of the activity of
maritime training institutions is restricted by the period of confinement reducing the
effective duration of their approvals.

Seafarers must also have a valid marine medical certificates to enter training, to
obtain or renew certificates or endorsements and to board. They must therefore
undergo a medical examination before the seafarers' health doctor.

Due to measures taken to contain the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus, this
visit is no longer possible.

The following provisions are therefore necessary for transport and maritime
services to keep going. They consist for the services of the French Maritime
Authorities in extending the validity of the various certificates (navigation, controls,
social certification, medical aptitude, training ...) essential to ships operations and
which cannot be because of the circumstances related to the COVID 19.

These measures will be taken as soon as possible through the appropriate legal
channels according the international provisions recommended and decided by the
IMO on the matter.

Emergency provisions planned

In compliance with government provisions to fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, and in order to allow ships to keep going their operations, the
validity of French vessels certificates, including navigation license, expiring
during the period of the state of health emergency are extended from this
expiration date, up to three months after the end of the state of health
emergency.

The safety management certificates (ISM), safety certification (ISPS) and
social certification (MLC and ILO188), may be kept valid according to the
instruction STEN INST / 001 of 03/09/2020 (annexed to this notice)



Provisions for STCW and STCW-F certificates, endorsements, documentary
evidences for seafarers, and maritime education and training institutions
approvals, issued by French maritime authorities :

In compliance with Government measures to fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, and in order to allow seafarers and ships to keep going their
activities, the period of validity of the following documents is extended from the
end of their validity until three months after the end of the state of health
emergency set by the French law :
- STCW and STCW-F certificates of competency and certificates of
proficency ;
- Documentary evidences of a training approved ;
- Flag State endorsements issued by the French Maritime authorities ;
- Recognition of professional qualifications certificates for seafarers on
fishing vessels and shellfish sector ;
- maritime education and training institutions approvals.

This extension only applies to documents whose validity has expired during the
health emergency period.

Provisions for medical certificates issued to seafarers by French maritime
authorities :

In compliance with Government measures to fight against the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, validity of medical certificates for seafarers essential for ships
operations expiring during the period of the state of emergency are extended from
the end of their validity up to three months after the end of the state of health
emergency.

The Director for Maritime
Affairs

Firmed

Thierry Coquil






MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNICATIONS
ROMANIAN NAVAL AUTHORITY
INE 26066 /zo. 03, 7024

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Due to the extraordinary situation created by the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus and
taking note of the Decree signed by the President of Romania on establishing the state of emergency
on the territory of Romania dated 16.03.2020, and considering IMO Circular Letter No.4204/Add.5

The Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communications, issued the following Notification
no. 12466/487 from 20.03.2020 regarding extension of validity of documents:

Quote

“ We inform you that due to the Decree on establishing the state of emergency on the territory of
Romania, the Ministry of Transports, Infrastructure and Communication adopted the following
measures for the navigating personnel who are unable to extend the validity of the documents
atlesting the attainment of the competences necessary to perform functions on board the ships

1. EXTENSION OF DOCUMENTS VALIDITY FOR NAVIGATING PERSONNEL

1.1 Certificates of Competency and Certificates of Proficiency which will expire before
1% of July 2020 are accepted with a general extended validity for a period of up to three
(3) months, but not later than 1% of October 2020;

1.2 Medical fitness certificates and seaman’s books which will expire before 1¥ of July 2020
are accepted with a general extended validity for a period of up to three (3) months, but
not later than I of October 2020;

1.3 Endorsements confirming or recognizing a certificate of competency, certificate of
proficiency, certificate of an approved training course and certificate of GMDSS radio
operator which will expire before Ist of July 2020 are accepted with a general extended
validity for a period of up to three (3) months, but not later than 1** of October 2020;

1.4 Boatmaster certificates and certificates of capacity of inland waterways personnel
which will expire before 1 of July 2020 are accepted with a general extended validity
for a period of up to three (3) months, but not later than 19 of October 2020;

1.5 Medical fitness certificates and service books for inland waterways personnel which will
expire before 1% of July 2020 are accepted with a general extended validity for a period
of up to three (3) months, but not later than 1% of October 2020;

1.6 Special certificates for inland waterways personnel which will expire before 1% of July
2020 are accepted with a general extended validity for a period of up to three (3) months,
but not later than 1% of October 2020;

The individual seafarer will not be required to submit an application.”
Unquote

GENERAL DIRECTOR
COSMIN-LAURET f DUMITRACHE






